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UNITED PARCEL SERVICE

Dear Sir or Madam:

Based on recent experience, it has come to my attention that there is a great deal of confusion about the legalities concerning the interstate shipment of firearms – e.g. who may ship firearms to whom.  This is not surprising, as the law itself is confusing.  To this end, I endeavor to provide you with the laws, interpretation, and access to the relevant government authorities.

1) Shipment by Non-Licensees to Licensees:

Title 18, United States Code, Section 922 (a) (2) (A) reads:

a) It shall be unlawful -

(2) for any importer, manufacturer, dealer, or collector

      licensed under the provisions of this chapter to ship or

      transport in interstate or foreign commerce any firearm to any

      person other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer,

      licensed dealer, or licensed collector, except that -

          (A) this paragraph and subsection (b)(3) shall not be held to

        preclude a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed

        dealer, or licensed collector from returning a firearm or

        replacement firearm of the same kind and type to a person from

        whom it was received; and this paragraph shall not be held to

        preclude an individual from mailing a firearm owned in

        compliance with Federal, State, and local law to a licensed

        importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed

        collector (emphasis added)

Clearly then, a non-licensee may ship a firearm to any licensee – there is need only for a Federal Firearms License on the recipient’s end of a transaction.  The confusion arises when one quickly or cursorily reads section 922 (a) (1) (A) of Title 18, which would seem to preclude non-licensees from shipping firearms.  However, a careful reading will show that section 922 (a) (1) (A) only precludes non-licensees from engaging in a business which includes the shipment of firearms as one of its component parts:

2) Engaging in the Business:

Title 18, United States Code, Section 922 (a) (1) (a) reads:

a) It shall be unlawful -

        (1) for any person -

(A)   except a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or

        licensed dealer, to engage in the business of importing,

                  manufacturing, or dealing in firearms, or in the course of such

                  business to ship, transport, or receive any firearm in

                  interstate or foreign commerce;

Notes:  This section indicates that only people licensed to engage in the firearms as business may ship, transport or receive firearms as part of their business. It is silent as to the actions of non-licensed persons. 

Example:  Just as a person who sells his land to a realtor is not engaging in the real estate business (the realtor is), and the person who sells his car to a used car dealer is not engaging in the used car business (the used car salesman is), the person who sells a gun to dealer in another state is not engaging in the business (the dealer is), and thus, said person’s actions are not governed by this section.

Therefore, as you can see, it is indeed legal and proper for an unlicensed person to ship a legally owned firearm for any purpose to the holder of a dealer’s, collector’s, importer’s, or manufacturer’s Federal Firearms License in another state.

If you have any questions, or need verification of the conclusions reached herein, please contact the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, Firearms Programs Division, at (202) 927-7770.  With kindest regards, I remain

Very truly yours,

Ima Gonnacruffle

